
Scenic Shade for the Scenic City: Street Tree Planting

Hi Neighbor,
Iowa Falls has been long known as "The Scenic City". Trees are a big part of what helps make

our town scenic. As you likely know, the emerald ash borer has killed (or is killing) a large number
of trees in our community. Some of us can remember a similar event, about 60 years ago, that killed
our elm trees (Dutch elm disease). That event left a lot less trees along our streets. Now the borer
is making it much worse as virtually all our ash trees will be removed.

We are a group of local people called Iowa Falls Tree Forever / Tree Keepers (Tree Keepers
for short). One of our goals is to help replace the trees that have been lost over the years. We
are planning to plant a variety of trees to help ensure that future pests and/or diseases don't leave
our streets treeless. We hope to plant these trees in the parking (the area between the street and
the sidewalk). We have the funds and we will have the trees. so now we need places to plant them.
We’re looking especially at Washington Avenue plantings but we’re also flexible! So please let us
know if you’re interested by filling out the form on the back and returning it to us along with the
tree planting application; we’ll try our best to plant a tree for all who are interested. If you have
any question, please contact us at amandas@iowafalls.lib.ia.us,

Here are some reasons for planting trees:
● Mature trees increase property values an estimated 10% by improving curb appeal.
● Trees help clean the air by absorbing pollutants and odors.
● Trees slow water runoff in heavy rain allowing your yard to absorb moisture, recharge

aquifers, and prevent erosion.
● Trees help to buffer noise.
● Trees help make Iowa Falls more appealing to people considering moving here, also helping home values.

● And trees add Scenic (and Cooling) Shade for the Scenic City!

Here’s the deal: if you say yes, tree keepers will:
● plant the tree
● provide and put in place mulch, fence, and a tree protector
● provide information and possible assistance on proper upkeep of your tree: that’s trimming,

watering, and other maintenance info

And if you join your neighbors and say yes, you will:
● submit the form on the backside of this sheet.
● submit a permit application to the tree board for planting your street tree
● coordinate planting time with us and then call (or click) Iowa One Call / 811:

the call must be at least 48 hours before the planting and it expires in 20 days
● water the tree weekly, if needed, for at least two growing seasons

trees generally require about an inch of rain a week or 10 gallons of water, so it will be best
if you buy a five gallon bucket and a rain gauge!
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We’re in! We’d like ______ trees to be planted in our parking!
Please return by with your city planting application by:
dropping off or mailing to: Robert W. Memorial Library, 921 Washington Ave
or by emailing to: amandas@iowafalls.lib.ia.us,

Name(s) ______________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________________

Phone ___________________ Email ______________________________

More Information:
Parking: the area between the sidewalk and the street

City Code has certain requirements for planting trees in the parking area. You can check out these
requirements on the city’s website under city code, chapter 151.

here are just some of the current requirements:
● planted trees must be on the approved list of trees, see below
● for trees to be planted in the parking, free permits must be submitted & approved by the City Tree Board

(The application for planting is also on the city’s website.)
● trees should be planted midway between the street side of the sidewalk and the curb

Additionally, 811 flags will require us/you to plant your tree away from underground utilities. Furthermore,
other maintenance may be required for your street tree as it grows. again see city code, chapter 151.

Tree Keepers will plant one of these trees that are allowed in the parking by city code. We will try to pick the
best tree for your location that maintains diversity. If you have a preference, circle it below and we will try
to honor it given the constraints of suitability to location, diversity, and availability.

Large Street Tree Small Street Tree

Kentucky Coffeetree
American Sycamore
Ginkgo*
Hackberry
Honeylocust
White Oak
Swamp White Oak
Bur Oak
Northern Red Oak
Silver Linden*
Redmond Linden
Littleleaf Linden*
Black Gum

Chinkapin Oak
English x White Oak*
Hybrid Oak* 'Long'
Shingle Oak
Mongolian Linden*
Manchurian Alder*
Bald Cypress
Turkish Filbert*
Sweetgum
Common Horse Chestnut
American Elm hybrids*
London Planetree*
River Birch

Eastern Redbud
Green Hawthorn
Washington Hawthorn
Crabapple
American Hophornbeam
Sargent Cherry*
American Hornbeam
Amur Maackia*
Japanese Lilac Tree*

American Witchhazel
Peking Lilac*
Allegheny Serviceberry
Apple Serviceberry
Pagoda Dogwood

*non-native species
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City of Iowa Falls Application for
Street Tree Planting Permit or Street Tree Removal Permit

in the Public Right-of-way

Application is hereby made for the issuance of a tree planting or tree removal permit to the undersigned.

I certify that all statements herein are true.

Location of property: _____________________________________________________

Name of owner(s): _____________________________________________________

Owner's address: _____________________________________________________

Owner's daytime phone number: _____________________________________________________

Owner's email: _____________________________________________________

Planting:
I’ve circled the trees to be planted on the Allowed Street Trees list on the back: ______

I’ve called Iowa One Call at 811 to locate utilities: ______

Removing: Type of tree: _____________________________________________________

Reason for removal: _____________________________________________________

Will you remove if approved or are you requesting the city remove: ______________

Location of tree planting/removal (please sketch site and include streets names and directions):

I acknowledge that I will follow all applicable requirements of the City Code of the City of Iowa Falls, Iowa.

_____________________________________________________ ____________________
Signed Date

Permit No. ____________________



ALLOWED STREET TREES

ONLY the following tree species are allowed for planting along City streets:

Large Street Tree

Kentucky Coffeetree
American Sycamore
London Planetree*
Ginkgo*
Hackberry
Honeylocust
White Oak
Swamp White Oak
Bur Oak
Northern Red Oak
Chinkapin Oak
English x White Oak*
English x Swamp White Oak*
Shingle Oak
Silver Linden*
Redmond Linden
Littleleaf Linden*
Mongolian Linden*
Black Gum
Manchurian Alder*
Bald Cypress
Turkish Filbert*
Sweetgum
Common Horse Chestnut
American Elm hybrids
River Birch

Gymnocladus dioicus
Platanus occidentalis
Platanus x hispanica
Ginkgo biloba
Celtis occidentalis
Gleditsia triacanthos
Quercus alba
Quercus bicolor
Quercus macrocarpa
Quercus rubra
Quercus muehlenbergii
Quercus x bimundorum
Quercus x warei
Quercus imbricaria
Tilia tomentosa
Tilia americana ‘Redmond’
Tilia cordata
Tilia Mongolica
Nyssa sylvatica
Alnus hirsuta
Taxodium distichum
Corylus colurna
Liquidambar styraciflua
Aesculus hippocastanum
Ulmus americana
Betula nigra

fruitless males preferred

fruitless males only

thornless cultivars only
susceptible but more resistant to oak wilt
susceptible but more resistant to oak wilt
susceptible but more resistant to oak wilt
susceptible to oak wilt
susceptible but more resistant to oak wilt

susceptible to oak wilt
sensitive to deicing salt
sensitive to deicing salt
sensitive to deicing salt
sensitive to deicing salt
also called Black Tupelo

Recommended: Triumph Elm, Accolade Elm, New
Harmony, Plainsmen Vanguard, Commendation

*non-native species

Small Street Tree

Eastern Redbud
Green Hawthorn
Washington Hawthorn
Crabapple
American Hophornbeam
Sargent Cherry*
American Hornbeam
Amur Maackia*
Japanese Lilac Tree*
Peking Lilac*
American Witchhazel
Allegheny Serviceberry
Apple Serviceberry
Pagoda Dogwood

Cercis canadensis
Crataegus viridis
Crataegus phaenopyrum
Malus spp
Ostrya virginiana
Prunus sargentii
Carpinus caroliniana
Maackia amurensis
Syringa reticulata
Syringa reticulata ss pekinesis
Hamamelis virginiana
Amelanchier laevis
Amelanchier x grandiflora
Cornus alternifolia

Thornless varieties only
Thornless varieties only
disease resistant varieties only, such as Adirondack
also called Ironwood and Hop Hornbeam

also called Blue Beech and Musclewood


