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151.01 PURPOSE. It is the purpose of this chapter to provide for the placement of trees
and to regulate the height and spacing of trees in public ways; to provide for permits therefor
and to provide for penalties for violations thereof.

151.02 DEFINITIONS. For use in this chapter, the following terms are defined:
1. “Large tree” means any tree with a mature height of more than 25 feet.

2. “Park trees” are trees, shrubs and all other woody vegetation in public parks
having individual names and in all areas owned by the City or to which the public has
free access as a park.

3. “Parking” means that part of the street, avenue or highway in the City not
covered by sidewalk and lying between the lot line and the curb line; or, on unpaved
streets, that part of the street, avenue or highway lying between the lot line and that
portion of the street usually traveled by vehicular traffic.

4. “Shrub” means any multiple-stemmed woody plant.

5. “Small tree” means any tree with a mature height of 15 to 25 feet.

6. “Street trees” are trees on land lying between property lines on either side of
all streets, avenues or ways within the City.

7. . “Tree” means a single stemmed woody plant with a mature height of at least
15 feet.

151.03 STREET TREE SPECIES. Only the following tree species are allowed for
planting along City streets:
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Large Street Tree Scientific Name Notes
Kentucky Coffeetree Gymnocladus Dioicus Fruitless Males Preferred
American Sycamore Platanus Occidentalis
Ginkgo* Ginkgo Biloba Fruitless Males Only
Hackberry Celtis Occidentalis
Honeylocust Gleditsia Triacanthos Thornless Cultivars Only
White Oak Quercus Alba Susceptible to Oak Wilt
Swamp White Oak Quercus Bicolor
Bur Oak Quercus Macrocarpa Susceptible to Oak Wilt
Northern Red Oak Quercus Rubra Very Susceptible to Oak Wilt
Silver Linden* Tilia Tomentosa Sensitive to Deicing Salt
Redmond Linden Tilia American Sensitive to Deicing Salt

‘Redmond’
Littleleaf Linden* Tilia Cordata Sensitive to Deicing Salt
Black Gum Nyssa Sylvatica Also called Black Tupelo
Chinkapin Oak Quercus Muehlenbergii
English x White Oak* Quercus x Bimundorum
Hybrid Oak* ‘Long’ Quercus x Warei
Shingle Oak Quercus Imbricaria
Mongolian Linden* Tilia Mongolica
Alder, Manchurian Alder* Alnus Hirsuta

Bald Cypress Taxodium Distichum

Turkish Filbert* Corylus Colurna

Sweetgum Liquidambar Styraciflua

Common Horse Chestnut Aesculus Hippocastanum

American Elm hybrids Ulmus Americana Recommended: Triumph Elm,
Accolade Elm, New Harmony,
Plainsmen Vanguard,
Commendation

London Planetree Platanus Xhispanica

River Birch Betula Nigra

Small Street Tree Scientific Name Notes

Eastern Redbud Cercis Canadensis

Green Hawthorn Crataegus Viridis Thornless Varieties Only

Washington Hawthorn Crataegus Phaenopyrum Thornless Varieties Only

Crabapple Malus Disease  Resistant  Varieties
Only, Such as Adirondack,
Ivory Spear, ...

American Hophornbeam

Ostrya Virginana

Also Called Ironwood and Hop
Hombeam

Sargent Cherry*

Prunus Sargenti

American Hornbeam

Carpinus Caroliniana

Also Called Blue Beech and
Musclewood

Amur Maackia*

Maackia Amurensis

Japanese Lilac Tree*

Syringa Reticulata

Including Pekinensis Subspecies

American Witchhazel

Hamamelis Virginiana

Peking Lilac* Syringa Reticulata ss Pekinesis
Allegheny Serviceberry Amelanchier Laevis

Apple Serviceberry Amelanchier x Grandiflora
Pagoda Dogwood Cornus Alternifolia

(Section 151.03 — Ord. 1194 — Aug. 24 Supp.)
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151.04 SPACING. Trees shall not be planted closer than fifteen (15) feet from one another.
(Section 151.04 — Ord. 1194 — Aug. 24 Supp.)

151.05 DISTANCE FROM CURB AND SIDEWALK. Whenever possible, trees shall be
centered between the curb or curbline and the sidewalk or property line. No trees shall be
planted on parkings that are less than eight (8) feet wide. Small trees shall be planted no
closer than four (4) feet to the curb or curb line and no closer than three (3) feet to the
sidewalk or property line. No large trees shall be planted on parkings that are less than twelve
(12) feet wide. Large trees shall be planted no closer than six (6) feet to the curb or curb line
and no closer than five (5) feet to the sidewalk or property line. (Ord. 1194 — Aug. 24 Supp.)

151.06 DISTANCE FROM STREET CORNERS, ALLEYS AND FIREPLUGS. No
street trees shall be planted closer than thirty-five (35) feet to the intersecting lot lines of a
corner lot. No street trees shall be planted within five (5) feet of any alley or drive. No street
trees shall be planted closer than ten (10) feet to any fireplug or utility pole.

151.07 VISIBILITY AT INTERSECTIONS. On a corner lot in any residential district,
nothing shall be erected, placed, planted or allowed to grow in such a manner as to materially
impede vision between a height of two and one-half (2') and ten (10) feet above the
centerline grades of the intersecting streets in the area bounded by the street lines of such
corner lots and a line joining points along said street lines twenty-five (25) feet from the point
of intersection of the right-of-way lines.

151.08 VARIANCES. Any spacing or distance requirements provided by this chapter may
be waived and a variance granted by the Council provided that such variance is first presented
to and approved by the City Tree Board created and established pursuant to Chapter 28 of this
Code of Ordinances. If the Tree Board approves the requested variance, the request shall then
be presented to the Council, which may grant such variances which have been recommended
by the Tree Board and are, in the opinion of the Council, acceptable variances from the
official comprehensive City Tree Plan for the City.

151.09 UTILITIES. No street trees other than those species listed as small trees in Section
151.03 of this chapter may be planted under or within ten (10) lateral feet of any overhead
utility wire, or over or within five (5) lateral feet of any underground water line or sewer line
or gas line. The electric utility shall be given permission to trim trees that are growing into the
conductors (wires) of the overhead power lines energized above 600 volts to a sufficient
distance from the conductors to provide reliable, uninterrupted service. This shall include
private trees that are overhanging the public rights-of-way. (Ord. 1207 — Aug. 24 Supp.)

151.10 PERMIT FOR PLANTING OR REMOVAL REQUIRED. No street tree shall
be planted unless a permit is obtained. No living tree shall be destroyed or removed from the
parking unless a permit is obtained. Permits shall be obtained from the Tree Board at no
charge.

151.11 PUBLIC TREE CARE. The City shall have the right to plant, prune, maintain and
remove trees, plants and shrubs within the lines of all streets, alleys, avenues, lanes, squares
and public grounds, as may be necessary to insure public safety or to preserve or enhance the
symmetry and beauty of such public grounds. The City, upon recommendation of the Tree
Board, may remove or leave as is any tree or part thereof which is in an unsafe condition or
which by reason of its nature is injurious to sewers, electric power lines, gas lines, water lines
or public improvements, or is infected with or affected by any injurious fungus, insect or other
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pest. This section does not prohibit the planting of street trees by adjacent property owners
providing that the selection and location of such trees is in accordance with this chapter.

151.12 DUTY TO TRIM TREES. The owner or agent of the abutting property shall keep
the trees on, or overhanging the street, trimmed so that all branches will be at least fifteen (15)
feet above the surface of the street and eight (8) feet above the sidewalks. If the abutting
property owner fails to trim the trees, the City may serve notice on the abutting property
owner requiring that such action be taken within five (5) days. If such action is not taken
within that time, the City may perform the required action and assess the costs against the
abutting property for collection in the same manner as a property tax.
(Code of Iowa, Sec. 364.12[2c, d, and e])

151.13 TRIMMING TREES. Except as allowed in Section 151.12, it is unlawful for any
person to trim or cut any tree in a street or public place unless the work is done with
permission of the City.

151.14 DISEASE CONTROL. Any dead, diseased or damaged tree or shrub which may
harbor serious insect or disease pests or disease injurious to other trees is hereby declared to
be a nuisance.

151.15 INSPECTION AND REMOVAL. The Council shall inspect or cause to be
inspected any trees or shrubs in the City reported or suspected to be dead, diseased or
damaged, and such trees and shrubs shall be subject to the following:

1. City Property. If it is determined that any such condition exists on any public
property, including the strip between the curb and the lot line of private property, the
Council may cause such condition to be corrected by treatment or removal. The
Council may also order the removal of any trees on the streets of the City which
interfere with the making of improvements or with travel thereon.

2. Private Property. If it is determined with reasonable certainty that any such
condition exists on private property and that danger to other trees or to adjoining
property or passing motorists or pedestrians is imminent, the City shall notify by
certified mail the owner, occupant or person in charge of such property to correct such
condition by treatment or removal within fourteen (14) days of said notification. If
such owner, occupant or person in charge of said property fails to comply within
fourteen (14) days of receipt of notice, the City may cause the condition to be
corrected and the cost for removal, staff time, mailing costs, and any other applicable
expenses be assessed against the property. (Ord. 1198 — Aug. 24 Supp.)
(Code of Iowa, Sec. 364.12{3b and hj)

151.16 REMOVAL OF STUMPS. All stumps of street and park trees shall be removed
below the surface of the ground so that the top of the stump shall not project above the surface
of the ground.

151.17 FLOWERS ON RIGHT-OF-WAY. Flowers may be grown on public right-of-way
if maintained under two (2) feet above ground level and if they present no safety hazard. No
vegetables may be planted on public right-of-ways.

151.18 ABUSE OR MUTILATION OF PUBLIC TREES. It is unlawful as a normal
practice for any person or City department to top any street, park or other tree on public
property. “Topping” is defined as the severe cutting back of limbs to stubs within the tree’s
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crown to such a degree so as to remove the normal canopy and disfigure the tree. Trees
severely damaged by storms or other causes, or certain trees under utility wires or other
obstructions where other pruning practices are impractical, may be exempted from this chapter
at the determination of the Council, upon the recommendation of the City Tree Board. Unless
specifically authorized by the City Tree Board, no person shall intentionally damage, cut,
carve, transplant or remove any tree on public property; attach any rope, wire, nail, advertising
poster, or other contrivance to any tree on public property; allow any gaseous liquid or solid
substance that is harmful to such trees to come in contact with them or with their roots; or set
fire or permit any fire to burn when such fire or the heat thereof will injure any portion of any
tree on public property. Growth retardants approved by the City Tree Board may be utilized
and shall not be a violation of this chapter.

151.19 INTERFERENCE WITH CITY TREE BOARD. It is unlawful for any person to
prevent, delay or interfere with the City Tree Board, or any of its agents, while engaging in
and about the planting, cultivating, mulching, pruning, spraying or removing of any street
trees, park trees or other trees on public property as authorized by this chapter.

15120 FUNDS RECEIVED FOR DAMAGE OR LOSS OF TREES. Any funds
received or collected by the City for damage or loss of street or park trees shall be designated
for the purchase of replacement street and park trees.

15121 TREES NOT RECOMMENDED IN THE CITY. The following tree and bush
species are not recommended for planting or growing anywhere in the City. Note: Not all
alternatives are allowed as street trees but are suitable as private property trees.

Not Recommended Scientific Name Native Alternatives

Boxelder Acer Negundo Black Gum, Ironwood, Ohio
Buckeye, Kentucky Coffee

Norway Maple ¥x Acer Platanoides Hackberry, American  Linden,
Northern Red Oak, Sugar Maple,
Red Maple

Cottonwood Populus Deltoides American Sycamore, White Oak,
Bur Oak, Hackberry

Ashes* Any tree of the genus Fraxinus American  Linden,  Kentucky
Coffee, Hackberry, Northern Red
Oak

Elms** Any tree of the genus Ulmus American  Linden,  Kentucky
Coffee, Hackberry, Northern Red
Oak

White Mulberry ¥x Morus Alba Cockspur Hawthorn, Black Gum,
Wild Plum, Black Cherry

Tree of Heaven TX Ailanthus Altissima Shagbark  Hickory, Bitternut
Hickory, Black Walnut

Glossy Buckthorn ¥ Frangula Alnus Chokecherry, American Hornbeam,
Gray Dogwood, American Hazelnut

Common Buckthorn ¥x Rhamnus Catharticia Chokecherry, American Hornbeam,
Gray Dogwood, American Hazelnut

Black Locust ¥& Robinia Pseudoacacia Black Cherry, Bur Oak, American
Linden, Jack Pine
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Not Recommended Scientific Name Native Alternatives

Siberian Elm ¥x Ulmus Pumila Northern Red Oak, Hackberry,
American Linden

Japanese Barberry Tx Berberis Thunbergii Eatherwood, Downy Arrowwood,
American Hazelnut, Baked
Hazelnut

Winged Burning Bush ¥x Euonymus Alatus Eastern Wahoo, Leatherwood,
Downy Arrowwood, American
Hazelnut

Autumn Olive ¥ Eleagnus Umbellata Red Osier Dogwood, Smooth
Juneberry, Nannyberry,
Chokecherry, Pussy Willow

Honeysuckle Bush va Lonicera Morrowii & Lonicera | Black Chokecherry, Bush

Maackii Honeysuckle, Common Elderberry,

Winterberry

¥ Currently listed as invasive in lowa by the lowa Department of Natural Resources.

o Non-native species

*All ash trees are currently being killed by the Emerald Ash Borer.

**Dutch Elm Disease resistance hybrids are allowed, namely Princeton, Prairie Expedition,

New Harmony, St. Croix.
(Section 151.21 — Ord. 1162 — Oct. 22 Supp.)
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